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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

A hymn, canticle, or psalm may be sung or spoken. 
 

Psalm Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 
3He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading 1 Peter 2:19–25 
 19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it 
if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 



23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your 

Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so 
that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, be with the doctors and nurses and all others who minister to the needs of those who are ill. Through 

their wise and compassionate service, grant relief to the suffering and hope to the afflicted so that all may know of 
Your boundless care; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You called us to be Your own possession. Grant that our lives may 

evidence the working of Your Holy Spirit in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control, according to the image of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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