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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

A hymn, canticle, or psalm may be sung or spoken. 
 

Psalm Psalm 85 
1LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 
 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 
 you covered | all their sin. 
3You withdrew | all your wrath;* 
 you turned from your hot | anger. 
4Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,* 
 and put away your indignation | toward us! 
5Will you be angry with us for- | ever?* 
 Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations? 
6Will you not revive | us again,* 
 that your people may re- | joice in you? 
7Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 
8Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to | folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell | in our land. 
10Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 
 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 
11Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,* 
 and righteousness looks down | from the sky. 
12Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its | increase. 



13Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 
 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading Isaiah 40:1–5 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
 that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, You once proclaimed salvation. Now grant that 

we may know this salvation and serve You in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



P Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have reconciled us to Yourself. Grant 
that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all who hear it may receive the 
gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we offer before You our common supplications for the well-being of Your Church 

throughout the world. So guide and govern it by Your Holy Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians may 
be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. 
Send down upon all ministers of the Gospel and upon the congregations committed to their care the healthful spirit 
of Your grace that they may please You in all things. Behold in mercy all who are in authority over us. Supply 
them with Your blessing that they may be inclined to Your will and walk according to Your commandments. We 
humbly ask Your abiding presence in every situation that You would make known Your ways among us. Preserve 
those who travel, satisfy the wants of Your creatures, and help those who call upon You in any need that they may 
have patience in the midst of suffering and, according to Your will, be released from their afflictions; through 
Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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