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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 46 
1God is our ref- | uge and strength,* 
 a very present help in | trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the | earth gives way,* 
 though the mountains be moved into the heart | of the sea, 
3though its waters | roar and foam,* 
 though the mountains tremble at its | swelling. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,* 
 the holy habitation of the | Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall | not be moved;* 
 God will help her when | morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms | totter;* 
 he utters his voice, the | earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 
8Come, behold the works | of the LORD,* 
 how he has brought desolations | on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end | of the earth;* 
 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
 he burns the chariots | with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that | I am God.* 
 I will be exalted among the nations, 
 I will be exalted | in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is | with us;* 
 the God of Jacob is our | fortress. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



 
Reading Matthew 16:13–19 

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayers for others and ourselves 

 
Concluding prayer: 

 
P Merciful and eternal God, Your holy apostles Peter and Paul received grace and strength to lay down their lives 

for the sake of Your Son. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that we may confess Your truth and at all times be 
ready to lay down our lives for Him who laid down His life for us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your generosity and 

constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. 
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. 
Grant that we, who came from many nations with many different languages, may become a united people. Support 
us in defending our liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of 
wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, 
and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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