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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 32:1–7 
1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 
 whose sin is | covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 
3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 
4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 
5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 
6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
 offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 
surely in the rush of great waters, 
 they shall not | reach him. 
7You are a hiding place for me; 
 you preserve me from | trouble;* 
 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading Matthew 18:1–20 
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to 
him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, 



you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe 
in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea. 
 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the 
temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes 
you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into the hell of fire. 
 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of 
my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred 
sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one 
that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never 
went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever 
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to 
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being 

instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and finally attain to the light 
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty and most gracious God and Father, we implore You to turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith 

once delivered to Your Church, especially those who have wandered from it or are in doubt through the corruption 
of Your truth. Mercifully visit and restore them that in gladness of heart they may take pleasure in Your Word and 
be made wise to salvation through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



P Lord God Almighty, even as You bless Your servants with various and unique gifts of the Holy Spirit, continue to 
grant us the grace to use them always to Your honor and glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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