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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 43 
1Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 
 against an ungodly | people,* 
from the deceitful and unjust man 
 de- | liver me! 
2For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 
 why have you re- | jected me?* 
Why do I go about mourning 
 because of the oppression of the | enemy? 
3Send out your light and your truth; 
 let them | lead me;* 
let them bring me to your holy hill 
 and to your | dwelling! 
4Then I will go to the altar of God, 
 to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 
and I will praise you with the lyre, 
 O | God, my God. 
5Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
 and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
 my salvation | and my God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 
 
 



Reading John 15:17–21 
 17“These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
 18“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19If you were of the world, the world would 
love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you. 20Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21But all these things they will do to you on 
account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, You chose Your servants Simon and Jude to be numbered among the glorious company of the 

apostles. As they were faithful and zealous in their mission, so may we with ardent devotion make known the love 
and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Heavenly Father, grant Your mercy and grace to Your people in their many and various callings. Give them 

patience, and strengthen them in their Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to their neighbor in 
Christ’s name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord, keep this nation under Your care. Bless the leaders of our land that we may be a people at peace among 

ourselves and a blessing to the other nations of the earth. Grant that we may choose trustworthy leaders, contribute 
to wise decisions for the general welfare, and serve You faithfully in our generation; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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