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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  

Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 90:1–12 
1Lord, you have been our | dwelling place* 
 in all gener- | ations. 
2Before the mountains were brought forth, 
 or ever you had formed the earth | and the world,* 
 from everlasting to everlasting | you are God. 
3You return | man to dust* 
 and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!” 
4For a thousand years in your sight 
 are but as yesterday when | it is past,* 
 or as a watch | in the night. 
5You sweep them away as | with a flood;* 
 they are like a dream, 
 like grass that is renewed in the | morning: 
6in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed;* 
 in the evening it fades and | withers. 
7For we are brought to an end by your | anger;* 
 by your wrath we | are dismayed. 
8You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,* 
 our secret sins in the light of your | presence. 
9For all our days pass away un- | der your wrath;* 
 we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 
10The years of our life are seventy, 
 or even by reason of strength | eighty;* 
yet their span is but toil and trouble; 
 they are soon gone, and we | fly away. 
11Who considers the power of your | anger,* 
 and your wrath according to the | fear of you? 
12So teach us to number | our days* 
 that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading Luke 12:35–40 
 35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are waiting for their 
master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and 
knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress 
himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, 
or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and 

love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the 
saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We implore You to pour out 

Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we 
may always be directed to Your will and daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all 
evil and to live a godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His 
steps until we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Heavenly Father, grant Your mercy and grace to Your people in their many and various callings. Give them 

patience, and strengthen them in their Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to their neighbor in 
Christ’s name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 



P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 
world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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