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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 119:97–104 
MEM 
97Oh how I | love your law!* 
 It is my meditation | all the day. 
98Your commandment makes me wiser than my | enemies,* 
 for it is ever | with me. 
99I have more understanding than all my | teachers,* 
 for your testimonies are my medi- | tation. 
100I understand more than the | agèd,* 
 for I keep your | precepts. 
101I hold back my feet from every | evil way,* 
 in order to | keep your word. 
102I do not turn aside from your | just decrees,* 
 for you have | taught me. 
103How sweet are your words | to my taste,* 
 sweeter than honey | to my mouth! 
104Through your precepts I get under- | standing;* 
 therefore I hate every | false way. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 
his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in 



all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 
glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your 

Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so 
that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your generosity and 

constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. 
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. 
Grant that we, who came from many nations with many different languages, may become a united people. Support 
us in defending our liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of 
wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, 
and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, grant us a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in Your mercy, and a sincere love for You 

and one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 



Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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