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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 118:19–29 
19Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 
 that I may enter through them 
 and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20This is the gate | of the LORD;* 
 the righteous shall enter | through it. 
21I thank you that you have | answered me* 
 and have become my sal- | vation. 
22The stone that the builders re- | jected* 
 has become the | cornerstone. 
23This is the LORD’s | doing;* 
 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | LORD has made;* 
 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
25Save us, we pray, | O LORD!* 
 O LORD, we pray, give | us success! 
26Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
27The LORD is God, 
 and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
 up to the horns of the | altar! 
28You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 
 you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 
29Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 
 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



 
Reading Mark 8:27–35 

 27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the 
prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he 
strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the 
chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Heavenly Father, You revealed to the apostle Peter the blessed truth that Your Son Jesus is the Christ. Strengthen 

us by the proclamation of this truth that we too may joyfully confess that there is salvation in no one else; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, creator of heaven and earth, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise You for the abundant mercy that 

You this day so richly have provided us, blessing us not only with daily bread for our bodies but also with 
heavenly food for our souls. Grant that Your living and powerful Word may abide in our hearts, working mightily 
in us to Your glory and for our salvation. We commit ourselves to Your divine protection and fatherly care. Let 
Your holy angels be with us that the evil foe may have no power over us. Look in mercy on Your Church and 
deliver it from all danger and adversities. By Your Holy Spirit comfort and strengthen all who are in affliction or 
distress, and grant Your abiding peace to us all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
P O merciful Father in heaven, from You comes all rule and authority over the nations of the world for the 

punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do well. Graciously regard Your servants, those who 
make, administer, and judge the laws of this nation, and look in mercy upon all the rulers of the earth. Grant that 
all who receive the sword as Your servants may bear it according to Your command. Enlighten and defend them, 
and grant them wisdom and understanding that under their peaceable governance Your people may be guarded and 



directed in righteousness, quietness, and unity. Protect and prolong their lives that we with them may show forth 
the praise of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Heavenly Father, God of all concord, it is Your gracious will that Your children on earth live together in harmony 

and peace. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up violence and strife, destroy the weapons of those who 
delight in war and bloodshed, and, according to Your will, end all conflicts in the world. Teach us to examine our 
hearts that we may recognize our own inclination toward envy, malice, hatred, and enmity. Help us, by Your 
Word and Spirit, to search our hearts and to root out the evil that would lead to strife and discord, so that in our 
lives we may be at peace with all people. Fill us with zeal for the work of Your Church and the proclamation of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring that peace which is beyond all understanding; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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