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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 147:1–11 
1Praise the LORD! 
For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 
2The LORD builds up Je- | rusalem;* 
 he gathers the outcasts of | Israel. 
3He heals the broken- | hearted* 
 and binds | up their wounds. 
4He determines the number | of the stars;* 
 he gives to all of | them their names. 
5Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;* 
 his understanding is beyond | measure. 
6The LORD lifts up the | humble;* 
 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 
7Sing to the LORD with thanks- | giving;* 
 make melody to our God | on the lyre! 
8He covers the heavens with clouds; 
 he prepares rain | for the earth;* 
 he makes grass grow | on the hills. 
9He gives to the | beasts their food,* 
 and to the young ravens | that cry. 
10His delight is not in the strength | of the horse,* 
 nor his pleasure in the legs | of a man, 
11but the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him,* 
 in those who hope in his | steadfast love. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 



Reading Isaiah 40:21–31 
21Do you not know? Do you not hear? 
 Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
 Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
 and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
 and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
23who brings princes to nothing, 
 and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
 scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither, 
 and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25To whom then will you compare me, 
 that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
 who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 
 calling them all by name, 
by the greatness of his might, 
 and because he is strong in power 
 not one is missing. 
27Why do you say, O Jacob, 
 and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
 and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
 his understanding is unsearchable. 
29He gives power to the faint, 
 and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
30Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
 and young men shall fall exhausted; 
31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
 they shall walk and not faint. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being 

instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and finally attain to the light 
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, whose nature it is always to have mercy, visit with Your fatherly correction 

all who have erred and gone astray from the truth of Your holy Word, and bring them to a true sense of their error 
that they may again receive and hold fast Your unchangeable truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those things that are good and acceptable in 

Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide us and Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to direct us in the 
knowledge and obedience of Your Word that we may obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, be with the doctors and nurses and all others who minister to the needs of those who are ill. Through 

their wise and compassionate service, grant relief to the suffering and hope to the afflicted so that all may know of 
Your boundless care; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 

world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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