The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Versicles

Psalm

Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea;
hear me and answer me.

Evening, morning, and noon
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you;
He will never let the righteous fall.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

'Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your | steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my trans- | gressions.
*Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!

*For I know my trans- | gressions, *
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.
*Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil | in your sight,*
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your | judgment.
*Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity, *
and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me.
%Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being, *
and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart.

"Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;*
wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow.
¥Let me hear joy and | gladness;*
let the bones that you have bro- | ken rejoice.
’Hide your face | from my sins,*
and blot out all my in- | iquities.
Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
"'Cast me not away from your | presence, *
and take not your Holy Spirit | from me.
Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation, *
and uphold me with a willing | spirit.

Psalm 51:1-13



PThen I will teach transgressors | your ways, *

and sinners will re- | turn to you.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Reading

2Yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
“and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster.
"“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LORD your God?
Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
16gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders;
gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber.
""Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD,
and make not your heritage a reproach,
a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

"Then the LORD became jealous for his land
and had pity on his people.
The LORD answered and said to his people,
“Behold, I am sending to you
grain, wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied;
and I will no more make you
a reproach among the nations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

O Lord,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ,

have mercy upon us.
O Lord,

have mercy upon us.

Joel 2:12-19



Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent.
Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive
from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, You would have all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. By

Y our almighty power and unsearchable wisdom break and hinder all the counsels of those who hate Your Word
and who, by corrupt teaching, would destroy it. Enlighten them with the knowledge of Your glory that they may
know the riches of Your heavenly grace and, in peace and righteousness, serve You, the only true God; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty and gracious God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, You have commanded us to pray that You would
send forth laborers into Your harvest. Of Your infinite mercy give us true teachers and ministers of Your Word
who truly fulfill Your command and preach nothing contrary to Your holy Word. Grant that we, being warned,
instructed, nurtured, comforted, and strengthened by Your holy Word, may do those things which are well
pleasing to You and profitable for our salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us perfectly to know Your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the way,
the truth, and the life, that following His steps we may steadfastly walk in the way that leads to eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the
world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s
sake we pray.

Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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