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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
 You have given me relief when I was | in distress.* 
 Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer! 
2O men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame?* 
 How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies? 
3But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself;* 
 the LORD hears when I | call to him. 
4Be angry, and | do not sin;* 
 ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent. 
5Offer right sacri- | fices,* 
 and put your trust | in the LORD. 
6There are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?* 
 Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LORD!” 
7You have put more joy | in my heart* 
 than they have when their grain and | wine abound. 
8In peace I will both lie | down and sleep;* 
 for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading 1 John 3:1–7 
 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we 
will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 



 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 
appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps 
on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness 
is righteous, as he is righteous. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, 

rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty and gracious God, You want all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. Magnify the 

power of the Gospel in the hearts of Your faithful people that Your Church may spread the good news of 
salvation. Protect, encourage, and bless all missionaries who proclaim the saving cross that Christ, being lifted up, 
may draw all people to Himself; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P O almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, gave to His holy apostles many excellent gifts and commanded them 

earnestly to feed His flock. Make all pastors diligent to preach Your holy Word and the people obedient to follow 
it that together they may receive the crown of everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, creator of heaven and earth, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise You for the abundant mercy that 

You this day so richly have provided us, blessing us not only with daily bread for our bodies but also with 
heavenly food for our souls. Grant that Your living and powerful Word may abide in our hearts, working mightily 
in us to Your glory and for our salvation. We commit ourselves to Your divine protection and fatherly care. Let 
Your holy angels be with us that the evil foe may have no power over us. Look in mercy on Your Church and 
deliver it from all danger and adversities. By Your Holy Spirit comfort and strengthen all who are in affliction or 
distress, and grant Your abiding peace to us all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 
P Heavenly Father, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts to direct and rule us according to Your will, to comfort us 

in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 



 
Benedicamus 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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