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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Versicles 
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; 
hear me and answer me. 
  
Evening, morning, and noon 
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice. 
  
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous fall. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 
3He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Reading John 10:11–18 
 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand 
and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 



that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, 
have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty and everlasting God, You would have all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. By 

Your almighty power and unsearchable wisdom break and hinder all the counsels of those who hate Your Word 
and who, by corrupt teaching, would destroy it. Enlighten them with the knowledge of Your glory that they may 
know the riches of Your heavenly grace and, in peace and righteousness, serve You, the only true God; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those things that are good and acceptable in 

Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide us and Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to direct us in the 
knowledge and obedience of Your Word that we may obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only 
that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Heavenly Father, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts to direct and rule us according to Your will, to comfort us 

in all our afflictions, to defend us from all error, and to lead us into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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